FIRST NATIONS, URBAN ABORIGINAL, and Métis 

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT FUNDING OPPORTUNITY
Notice of General Project Enhancement Grants 
Request for Letters of Intent (LOI)
SUBMISSION DEADLINE:       4pm PST, March 15th, 2011
	Please Note:

Letters of Intent will be reviewed on a first come, first serve basis until such time as all funding has been allocated or until March 15, 2011.
General Project Enhancement Grants in the amount of $7,500 are directed towards individual programs, projects and/or services for early childhood development. As such, more than one letter of intent may be submitted from an agency, organization or community.




1. TARGETED FUNDING AREA 
This request for Letters of Intent is part of the Aboriginal Early Childhood Development (ECD) Reinvestment Initiative and provides one-time General Project Enhancement grants in the amount of $7,500 each. The grants are for fiscal year 2010-2011 and will be awarded to eligible communities and organizations, to support existing Aboriginal Early Childhood Development programs, projects, and/or services for First Nations, Aboriginal, and Métis children and their families in BC.

2. FUNDING PRIORITIES
Expenses should reflect the following list of funding priorities, in relation to ECD programming:

· Major capital (over $10,000)

· Minor Capital (under $10,000)

· Transportation

· Language Training

· Resources for Language & Culture

· Family/Community Engagement

· Access for Special Needs Children

· Early Diagnostic Services

· Speech & Language Support

· Occupational Therapy 

· Health Services
· Staff Professional Development, Recruitment and Training
3. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  
.1 Eligible Applicants
Eligible applicants under this initiative include:

· First Nations communities and First Nations organizations,
· Urban and rural Aboriginal organizations, and,
.2   Ineligible Applicants
Ineligible applicants include:

· individuals,

· for-profit service providers or agencies,

· non-Aboriginal organizations, agencies and initiatives,
· federal departments and agencies,
· provincial and municipal governments and their agencies, and,
Those deemed ineligible under the above criteria may apply in partnership with an eligible community or organization, with the understanding that any grant will be awarded in the name of, and administered by, the eligible community or organization.
.3
Métis Communities and Organizations

Métis Communities and Organizations are asked to contact Lou-ann Neel, Provincial Coordinator, 1-800-990-2432 or coordinator@bcaafc.com, to determine eligibility.
.4   Eligible and Ineligible Expenses
Eligible grant expenditures should reflect the Funding Priorities listed in Section 2, and can be determined by the community or organization.  The only ineligible costs are those associated to activities or purchases already identified and approved for funding as another project under this Aboriginal ECD Reinvestment Initiative.
4. APPLICATION PROCESS
To facilitate the application process for the $7,500 General Project Enhancement Grants, only the following two documents need to be submitted:

· Letter of Intent (LOI) – The provided LOI Template must be used.
· Survey – Applicants are required to complete the attached Organization Survey.  All sections and questions must be answered for the application to be considered complete. Please note: Answers to the survey are considered separate from the LOI and will not affect eligibility for the grants. The survey is intended to assist the Steering Committee in identifying priority areas for future funding initiatives. 
5. AWARD PROCESS
Requests (that include both an LOI and a completed survey) will be awarded a $7,500 General Project Enhancement Grant on a first come, first serve basis.   Please see Section 8 for complete applications instructions.  All requests will be reviewed and approved for completion by the Steering Committee who is guided by an exemplary code of ethics.  
Once the final funding decisions have been made, approvals will be posted on the BCAAFC website at www.bcaafc.com. 

The deadline for requests is March 15, 2011 at 4:00pm PST.  
6. APPEALS

There is no appeals process for the funding decisions approved by the Steering Committee.  Every effort has been made to ensure the most equitable and accountable distribution of funds.  Therefore, the decisions made through the process will be respected and upheld.

7. REPORTING

Upon completion of the project, grant recipients are required to provide a brief summary of the finished project, and the benefits to the community, families and children. 
8. APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
Requests will be processed on a first come, first serve basis, so it is important to carefully read and follow these submission directions.  As funds are limited, the sooner you submit your Letter of Intent and Survey, the better your chance is of receiving funding.

The date and time each request is received at the BCAAFC office will be recorded and LOIs will be processed in the order they are received.  Therefore you should email, loi@bcaafc.com or fax 250-388-5502, your request first to ensure it’s received as soon as possible.
Then mail the original hardcopies of both the LOI and Survey to the BCAAFC office:
Attn: Provincial Coordinator

#200 – 506 Fort Street

Victoria, BC   V8W 1E6

Ph: 1-800-990-2432
Although your request will be accepted by email or fax, no funds will be released until the hardcopies of your documents arrive at the BCAAFC office.  We will allow 10 business days for the originals to arrive, however if they are not received in this timeframe the request will be taken off the list until such time as the originals are received.
If you are not able to email or fax your request first, you should forward your documents by a mailing process that records the date and time it is sent so we can use that information to ensure your request placed in the proper place on the list.
The last possible date for submission is March 15, 2011 by 4:00pm PST, however we strongly encourage early submission as funds are limited.  Letters of Intent can be typed or handwritten and must be signed by a senior administrative signing authority from the community or organization and have a Survey attached to be considered complete. 

The Steering Committee and Host Agency will not be responsible for any lost, misdirected or late applications.  All necessary documents are posted at www.bcaafc.com.  If you have questions about any of the information please call Lou-ann Neel, Provincial Coordinator for clarification, 1-800-990-2432.
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