September, 2010

[Superintendent Name / School District Contact and Address]

Dear [Superintendent / School District Contact Name],
On behalf of the [   ], I am writing to let you know that we are very interested in discussing how to make implementation of full day kindergarten (FDK) effective for First Nations learners in the school district.  

The FDK initiative reflects a significant change from the previous situation, in which most non-Aboriginal children attended half-day Kindergarten, while First Nations learners could attend FDK. It is important to recall that FDK for Aboriginal learners was initially intended to provide an opportunity for programming aimed at creating a welcoming atmosphere for young Aboriginal children, to allow for language and culture learning, and to provide a solid foundation for successful transitions to grade 1 and beyond.

We firmly believe that our First Nations students must be adequately supported in Kindergarten in order to ensure their long-term success in school.  We would like to draw your attention to the following points that all School Districts should take into consideration at all stages of the FDK planning and implementation process, and which are recommended as priorities by the First Nations Education Steering Committee, which is an independent body directed by education technicians representing all First Nations communities in BC.
· The move to FDK for all learners must not diminish or disrupt the efforts that have been supported through the Aboriginal FDK programming.  There is still a critical need to ensure that Kindergarten programs are culturally relevant and focused on promoting First Nations student success.

· The School Board must meaningfully consult with (your community name)  regarding the development and implementation of FDK programs for all learners.

· The move to FDK must not interfere with nor compete with the programs that (your community name) provides for this age group.

The considerations highlighted above are critical for the success of our First Nations learners in the early years.  We continue to be interested in participating in this FDK dialogue in order to ensure that First Nation students have every opportunity to experience success. 

Sincerely,
<sender>

cc: Tyrone McNeil, President First Nation Education Steering Committee

       James Gorman, Deputy Minister Ministry of Education
