September, 2010
Honourable John Duncan
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 

and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Minister Duncan, 

I am writing this letter in support of the 14 First Nations in British Columbia that are collectively negotiating a Canada First Nations Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement and the larger body of 65 First Nations that have been actively contributing to the jurisdiction capacity-building process. 

As you know, BC jurisdiction negotiations stalled following the federal government’s presentation of its initial funding offer. We firmly believe that the initial offer did not reflect adequate funding to effectively operate our schools. 
Specifically, the negotiating First Nations in BC remain committed to the need for federal funding for First Nations schools that is sufficient and indexed to rising costs and enables our schools to establish and maintain language and culture as core elements of curriculum. 

In fact, the importance of supporting this critical issue was highlighted in Prime Minister Harper’s historic apology to Residential school survivors.  In making that apology, Prime Minister Harper stated: “the government now recognizes that the consequences of the Indian residential schools policy were profoundly negative and that this policy has had a lasting and damaging impact on Aboriginal culture, heritage and language.” 

As this statement implies, Canada has an obligation to redress past injustices, and we firmly believe that one important way to accomplish that goal is to support the efforts made by First Nation schools to restore and transmit our languages and cultures. It is not possible for our First Nation to contemplate an education self-government funding agreement without sufficient resources to address language and culture.  

With your support we believe that the funding envelope can be made sufficient to address this issue. We look forward to continuing our cooperative efforts to achieve finalized agreements and to continue the significant progress that is being achieved in terms of First Nations education in this province. 

Sincerely,
(sender)

