Template Letter to INAC Regarding 

Potential Changes to the PSSSP:

for Printing on Relevant Letterhead 

and Appropriate Signature

Honourable John Duncan

Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 

and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Minister Duncan:
I am writing on behalf of [insert field] in regard to an issue that I believe is critical for First Nations across Canada -- that is, funding to support First Nations students’ access to and retention in post-secondary education.

Post-secondary education is critical for the development of First Nations communities as well as individual First Nations citizens. Post-secondary participation and success represents an opportunity to break the current cycle of poverty and disenfranchisement of First Nations peoples, as higher learning provides our learners a valuable opportunity to contribute to their personal and community well-being, and indeed to the economic development of all of Canada. In addition, First Nations have a right to culturally relevant, high quality, and effective post-secondary educational opportunities.
Accordingly, throughout the past year, First Nations throughout BC, as well as our collective organization the First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC), have been closely monitoring proposed changes to Indian and Northern Affairs Canada’s (INAC’s) Post-Secondary Student Support Program (PSSSP).  Specifically, we are aware that the federal government has stated its intention to “take a new approach” to its PSSSP, which may include “coordination with other federal student support programs.”  In addition, numerous commentators have published a range of suggestions for reforming the PSSSP – most of which have never been discussed with or endorsed by First Nations themselves.

In responding to potential changes and commentaries related to this issue, First Nations in BC have maintained a clear and consistent message:  First Nations must be appropriately and effectively consulted in determining what, if any, changes are made to the PSSSP.

Further, it is my understanding that in an April 8, 2010 meeting in the BC Region including First Nations leadership and INAC officials (the Quality of Life Meeting), federal government representatives confirmed that there would be no changes to the PSSSP without thorough consultations with First Nations.  I am writing today to express my expectation that INAC will continue to recognize that commitment.  

I also would like to take this opportunity to reiterate the position of First Nations in BC and FNESC, which maintains that any changes to the PSSSP must be advantageous for First Nations, including recognizing and enhancing ongoing arrangements that are working well.  As you may be aware, First Nations in BC, working with INAC BC Region, have already developed an innovative approach to allocating post-secondary funding that involves local control and addresses issues related to varying student populations and fluctuating community needs for PSE funding.  The model currently used in BC ensures PSSSP resources are used only to support post secondary students, clearly meets INAC’s requirement under PSSSP, and also is as fair and equitable as possible given the limited resources available.

I fully support FNESC’s assertion that the PSSSP administrative model that is now being used in BC should continue, at least until the end of INAC’s current educational mandate.  Further, First Nations in BC fully expect to meaningfully participate in the next PSE authority renewal process in order to appropriately inform and ensure further improvements to the PSE program.

I hope that this letter helps to clarify the consistent and unequivocal position of First Nations in BC in regard to our rights and responsibilities for determining the future of the PSSSP.  We fully recognize the importance of this program for the future of our young people, and we are committed to ensuring that the program is implemented in a way that best meets the needs of our Nations and our learners.

Yours Sincerely,

Name

Position and Representation
Cc:
FNESC


National Chief Shawn A-in-chut Atleo, Assembly of First Nations


INAC BC Region
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