
SECTION 2

Parental & Community Engagement Program

2010/2011 Funding Applications for First Nations Communities
1. 
Program Summary 

Overall Funding Available for Programs: 
Parental & Community Engagement:  $250,000
Funding Accessed Through: 
Work Plan submission 

Deadline for Work Plans: 
September 24, 2010
Deadline for Final Reports: 
March 18, 2011
2. 
Description 
The PCE includes funding for distribution to First Nations communities to support activities related to raising the awareness of parents and community members of their valuable role in their children’s education and to provide the supports necessary to ensure that they can be active in that role.

Funding for this program will be distributed directly to First Nations using a formula that provides a "base" plus a "per capita amount." The exact amount of funding available for each First Nation is outlined in the community-specific letter, which is included with this funding information package.   

A list of sample activities is also included. Please feel free to adapt or modify these suggestions to meet your needs, or to combine several ideas, depending upon the level of funding available. We also encourage you to form partnerships with schools or community agencies, if appropriate, to combine your funding and increase the amount of money available for your initiatives. 

3. 
Accessing the Funding 

Since this funding allocation is based on a pre-determined formula, formal proposals are not required to access funds. However, the FNESC/FNSA requires that requests for funding be submitted in the form of a "Work Plan." This work plan must include all of the elements outlined in the work plan template included in this package. 

4. 
Funding Process 

For the 2010/2011 PCE, the following funding process will be used.

· First Nations will be provided with the first 75% of their allocated funds (2010/2011) based upon the FNESC/FNSA’s receipt of an approved work plan due by September 24, 2010.  These funds must be spent prior to March 31, 2011.
· First Nations will be provided with the final 25% of their allocated funds (2010/2011) based upon the FNESC/FNSA’s receipt of an approved final report due by March 18, 2011.  These funds must be spent prior to March 31, 2011.

Templates to assist with the writing of work plans and final reports are included in this package. The final reports will be condensed and shared with other First Nations communities, so that everyone can benefit from the experience of others. All projects should take place between July 2010 and March 31, 2011. 

5. 
Work Plan Deadline 

Please submit your work plan by September 24, 2010 to ensure a timely distribution of the program funding. A work plan outline is included in this package. 

6. 
Reporting Requirements 
Final reports are due March 18, 2011
While the final report is due on March 18, 2011, the Final Report must describe any activities initiatives that will not conclude until March 31, 2011.

Work Plans and Final Reports must include a description of your activities, their outcomes, and benefits for the community and your students, and how you have measured success. This information is required by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) to justify ongoing funding in future years. 

Please ensure that your reports are submitted by the deadlines shown above. Information provided through final reports is used to support submissions for future funding. With evidence of program success, the FNSA and FNESC are better able to access additional funding.   

********

In 2010/2011 failure to submit the Parental and Community Engagement Final Report on or prior to March 18, 2011 may result in a reduction in Parental and Community Engagement funding for 2011/2012.

********
7.
Suggested Activities
The PCE category is intended to encourage parental and community involvement in education programming.  Numerous studies demonstrate that parental encouragement contributes to factors such as higher attendance and retention rates, greater academic achievement, more positive attitudes toward school and community, and higher student success in reaching their education, career and personal goals.   

8.
Possible Activities 

· Organizing meetings for parents, including workshops with guest speakers for specific training for parents.  The sponsorship may include food for participating parents, facilitator expenses and materials for parents, and childcare costs

· Hiring a trained individual to make home visits to support parents

· Accessing parenting programs/resources related to parenting skills, home reading support, and parental contributions to educational development

· Providing training for parents with low literacy skills to help them understand how to provide reading and homework support

· Implementing programs to involve parents in school activities, including parental participation in cultural activities, in school decision-making, and in one-on-one support for children who require assistance

· Sponsoring joint parent and student activities to increase their comfort in the school environment, including games nights, social activities, children and adult First Nations culture and language learning programs, and parent-led extra curricular activities

· Facilitating presentations on the importance of regular health check-ups, nutrition, healthy lifestyles, and safety issues

· Providing information for parents on career and education planning
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