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First Nations Education Steering Committee Appoints Executive Director

WEST VANCOUVER – (November 21, 2011) - The First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC) announced today the appointment of Deborah Jeffrey as its Executive Director. Called to the bar in 2008, Ms. Jeffrey is a lawyer with more than twenty-eight years of experience in First Nations education. She holds a Master’s Degree in Education from Simon Fraser University and a Bachelor of Laws specializing in Aboriginal law from the University of Victoria. 

FNESC President Tyrone McNeil said, “On behalf of the Executive, I’m very pleased to welcome Deborah as our Executive Director. Her experience and commitment to improving the quality of First Nations education will greatly benefit our students and communities.”

Ms. Jeffrey has served as a teacher and administrator in School District 52 (Prince Rupert), including in the communities of Kitkatla and Lax Kw’alaams.  She has been an advocate for First Nations education at the local, provincial and national levels. Her leadership roles include serving as Co-Chair of the National Working Group on First Nations Education from 2002-2003, Co-Chair of the BC Teachers’ Federation Task Force on Aboriginal Education from 1998 – 2000 and as a member of the FNESC Executive for more than ten years. At the community level, Deborah was elected president of the Tsimshian Tribal Council and worked with seven communities to advance Tsimshian interests. 

“It is an honour and a privilege to serve First Nations communities,” said Ms. Jeffrey. “I’m an advocate with a strong background in education, and I look forward to the opportunity to continue in a leadership role with FNESC.”
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About FNESC

Established in 1992, the First Nations Education Steering Committee is an independent society led by representatives of BC First Nations communities. FNESC is committed to achieving quality education for all First Nations students in British Columbia. 


For more information:

604-925-6087

info@fnesc.ca 
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