Memo

To:

All First Nations Post-Secondary Education Coordinators in BC

From:

The First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC)

Re:

PSE Funding Gap Analysis

Date:

July 20, 2011

Throughout the past year, FNESC has been working to develop a Business Case for Increased Funding for the Post-Secondary Student Support Program (PSSSP) and University and College Entrance Program (UCEP) in the BC Region. To support this work, FNESC drafted a comprehensive literature review that highlights the rationale for increased support for First Nations post-secondary students. That draft report is now available on the FNESC web site for review and comment. FNESC also has completed a preliminary analysis of available information to determine an estimate of the funding needed to more fully support the PSSSP and UCEP in the BC Region.

The efforts undertaken to date have demonstrated the importance of continuing to gather accurate data regarding student access to PSSSP and UCEP funding. Detailed and up-to-date data will be necessary to prepare a thorough, well-supported argument for increased post-secondary resources. 

FNESC, therefore, plans to work with First Nations throughout BC to gather detailed information regarding the number of students applying for PSSSP funding, their eligibility, the proportion of students who receive PSSSP and UCEP funding and the number of students who must relocate to attend post-secondary education. The goal of this data collection is to gather clear evidence to demonstrate to the federal government that there is a significant gap between the post-secondary needs in BC and the funding being provided.  

As suggested by the FNESC Board and communities, a data collection form has been developed to assist in gathering the information required. Our intention is to provide a tool that PSE Coordinators can use to collect the required information in an easy and consistent way.  

The attached form is designed to facilitate the collection of community level data, which can then be shared with FNESC for collective analysis. FNESC does not require any personal-level information or student names. FNESC also fully respects the principles of information ownership, control, access, and possession (OCAP) and will respect the confidentiality of First Nations, with only aggregate results released publicly.  Further details about the process for submitting information is described in the Process for PSE Data Collection Participation form, attached.

If you have any questions about the attached data collection tool or the overall intentions of this initiative, please contact Karen Bailey-Romanko, karenbr@fnesc.ca or 1.877.280.4151.  

We appreciate your assistance with this important data collection project to demonstrate the critical need for more funding to support First Nations post-secondary students in the BC Region. 
Process for PSE Data Collection Participation
FNESC appreciates your willingness to contribute to the FNESC PSE collect data project, which will help demonstrate the need for additional PSSSP and UCEP funding in the BC Region.

The following represents the steps involved in this initiative.

1. We ask that you complete the attached data collection form on an ongoing basis for the 2011 -2012 fiscal year, as students apply for post-secondary funding and as approval decisions are made.  Please insert all information for students who have applied since April 1, 2011. 

NB:  Students should be listed only once per fiscal year.  If student information changes during the year, the changes should be noted as applicable on the relevant row.
2. All of the data fields are defined in the attached list of definitions.

3. First Nations are asked to submit collected information twice this fiscal year – October 14, 2011 and again April 6, 2012 (this submission will be for the full fiscal year), through one of two options:

· Send your form electronically to FNESC Data Management Team c/o programs@fnesc.ca
Please remove the Names prior to sending in the form.
· Send your form via fax to 604-925-6097 Attn Data Management Team.  Please remove the Names prior to faxing in the form.
In either case, FNESC does not require any student names or personal information.  Results will be reported in aggregate only; no individual information will be reported – either individual student or individual community information.

4. To assist with the data analysis, we ask that you also submit answers to the following two questions (see Appendix A).

APPENDIX A - PSE Data Collection

Band Name: ____________________________ OR Tribal Council ______________________ serving the following Bands:________________________





__________________________





__________________________





__________________________

Does your community … (please check one)?

· have a Local Operating Policy, that at minimum outlines eligibility, contingency and appeal processes?  OR
· use the INAC Policy

Does your community … (please check one)?

· have its own policy regarding Student Living Allowance Rates for PSE students OR
· follow the INAC Student Living Allowance Rates (which is based on the Canada Student Loan Rate 

Single student living away from home

$1,095

Single student living at home



$    456

Single parent (excluding costs for child)

$1,395

Married student & spouse (excluding costs of child)
 $2,162

Cost for each child




$    586
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