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Case Study Two
Haisla parents protest, Kitamaat, 1922

Documents in the Case
1. Report of Indian Agent Iver Fougner to Department of Indian Affairs, June 15, 1922
2. Report of RCMP Corporal R. W. Clearwater, June 13, 1922

Background

These two reports were written after parents of students living at the Elizabeth Long Memorial Home
refused to send their children back to the boarding home. This institution was different from most
residential schools at that time. It was on the Kitamaat Reserve, and the students who lived there attended
classes at the day school. However, after 1917, the two groups were separated and the day students went
for half a day and the home students the other half day. Life in the home was similar to the regimented
life in other Indian Residential Schools.

Kitamaat village was an isolated community in 1922. It sits at the head of Douglas Channel, a 90 km
inlet and in 1922 was very remote from the coastal shipping routes. Many people of the community
supported the idea of the boarding home because it meant their children could receive an education
while they went about important economic activities of fishing, hunting and trapping. This support
implies a level of trust in the church and government to treat their children with respect and care.

Iver Fougner was Indian Agent of the Bella Coola Indian Agency, which in 1922 covered all the coast
from Kitamaat in the north, to Rivers Inlet in the south. Fougner lived in Bella Coola, which itself is at
the head of a long inlet. He had his own boat which he used to travel throughout the agency. The nearest
doctors were in Prince Rupert or Bella Bella.

Historical Notes

« This event takes place soon after the Indian Act was changed to require all First Nations children
to attend school. If parents refused to send them they were threatened with imprisonment or
other legal action.

« RCMP: Between 1920 and 1950 the Royal Canadian Mounted Police was a special federal police
force. Its main activities were enforcement of narcotics laws and security and intelligence work.
This included overseeing regulations under the Indian Act.

 The $20 fine paid by John Adams would be worth between $500 to $1000 today.

o Medical Knowledge: Meningitis is a viral or bacterial infection of the brain and spinal chord. It
most commonly strikes teenagers. Its symptoms include fever, seizures and death if untreated.
Today it is treated with antibiotics, but these were unknown in 1922.

« RCMP Corporal Ralph Wesley Clearwater was a 27 year old World War One veteran.

Digging Deeper
Sources for more information about the history of the Elizabeth Long Memorial Home:

o United Church Residential School Archive Project. History of the home online: http://
thechildrenremembered.ca/schools-history/kitamaat/

o The Letters of Margaret Butcher: Missionary-Imperialism on the North Pacific Coast by Mary-Ellen
Kelm, University of Calgary Press,, 2006. Margaret Butcher was a nurse at the Elizabeth Long
Memorial Home from 1916 to 1919. Her letters to family and friends describe the home and
village life in that time period.
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Further documents in the case study

Dr. Darby, whose headquarters was the hospital at Bella Bella, visited
Kitamaat village after the parent’s protest. His report is found online
in the DIA School Files, reel 8773, pages 1632-1634. He made several
recommendations. You can read the government’s reaction to the
recommendations on pages 1636 and 1637.

Discussion Questions

1.

What triggered the parent protest?

. What action did the community take before they carried out the protest?
. What complaints did the parents have about the school?

. Comment on Indian Agent Fougner’s statement, “Indian children, in such

circumstances, from diffidence, seldom or never speak, when questioned by
white people.”

. Why do you think Corp. Clearwater added the comment, “I might mention

here that [Edward] Grey is a very well educated Indian, and that he has some
knowledge of the Law”?

. What arguments did the Indian Agent and the RCMP use try to convince the

Haisla people to send their children back to school?

. What conditions did the community demand before they sent their children

back to the school?

. What evidence is there of the community’s willingness to put their trust in

the school?
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INDIAN AGENT'S OFFICE

Bella Coola, B,C,
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Sir,— .

I have the Lonor to report that during
the early part of May there was serious disturbance
in the Boarding School at Kitimat, Mise Ida M,Clarke,
the principal was at the time in Vancouver for a
month's holidey; and the school was in charge of
one of the teachers, liss Hortop,

The imnediate cause of the trouble was
that a pupil, Hannah Lhaitland, adopted daughter of
Wm. Grant, vecame ill, and the parents alleging
ill-treatment took the girl to their own home in
the village: here she died two days afterward, namely
on May the 8th,

The whole village becaume greatly excited;
and, wien the pupils wvere allowed to go for a visit
to their homes, as hes been the custom every
Saturday afternoon, the children did not return to
the school,

Notice of this was sent to the principal
in Vancouver, and to this office, said information
arriving nere Lay 28th, liiss Clarke at the same tine
came to Bella Coola from Vancouver; and we left for

Kitimat on the 3Ist, calling at Ocean Falle for
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Secretary, Dep't of Indian Affairs,
gttawa,
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Corpl. Clearwater, R. c n.P.

We avrived at Kitimat June 4th. and fuunﬂ
only five pupile in the Boarding School,

The next day & meeting wes held with the
natives, at which also were present: Miss lda Clarke,
the principal, Kiss S.H.Alton, field matron, Rev,
,Couldray, missionary, constables Clearwater and
Sutherland, besides the Indian agent.

Several Indians spoke and complained
that the schodl was injurious to the health of the
pupils, that there was not proper nedical service,
snd that the children were not properly fed or
clothed, One made the statement that of all the
girls who had attended the school 49 have died, and
50 are alive,

Miss Clarke, the principel, and liiss Altonm,
the field matron replied to the charges of the Indiane,
Corpl., Clearwater, und the Indian agent also spoke
to the meeting of the rights of the Indians to make
complaints, if they had cause for it; but they should
not take the matter in their own hands: that both
the Indiens and the school had rights that must be
respected, On behalf of the Departuent 1 promised
the natives that a physician would visit the school
after the fishing season, and examine the children, \
and sanitary conditions in the school.

The Indians at last agreed to return the
children to the school, if the principal would sign
a paper that the children would be properly fed,

liiss Clarke signed & paper to this eifect;
and, on behalf of the Indians two of them signed a

statement that they would give the school proper

support,
Corpl, Clearwater and the Indian agent

examined into the death of Hannah kaitland., Sworn
4
!tﬁpmnntl were made by kiss Alton, field umatron, and

kiss Hortop, teacher., 1t was the opinion of
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3.
Miss Alton thet the child had died of spinal
meningitis, It would appear from the evidence
that they had given the child care and attention
to the best of their knowledge, end ability.
No physician is nearer than Prince Rupert, I25
miles away, by water,

We went through the whole school from
the basenent to the attie, and also inquired into
the question of food given the children, The
principal explained that it was often impossible to
obtain fresh weat or fish; but the children always
had sufficient food to eat, und three reals were
served every day.

Betore leaving the school we addressed
the children, and usked them if they had any
complaints to offer, ae to food or treatuent, As
could be expected they remained silemt. Indian
children, in such circumstanccs, from diifidence,
seldom or never speak, wnen questioned by white
people,

The school, upon inspection, appears
cleanly and sanitary, and the children appear
well clothed and fed,

An Indian, John Ademe was convicted of
having used insulting language to Kiss Hortop, and
senternced to pay a fine of J20.00 with the option
of two months in jeil; he paid the fine,

The Indians seewed to nave taken a
strong dislike to one of the teachers, Such feeling,
however unreasonable or unumerited, is hard to

remove from an Indian's mind. It is understood that
at the end of the present year, this teacher's
term of service will end, and she will then leave
the school,
Thie report of a matter, delicate to
handle, and difficult to set right, is most respeets
fully submitted, one copy being forwarded to
Mr, R,C,Cairns, Inspector of Indian Schools for

British Columbia,

Your obedient servant,

Sy

Indien Agent,
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@) nEvnivisdon. Last Sub=Digtrict.
@) Vanoouver,B. l. CUeoun Malls olnchnent.
C ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED ULICH
< Confiden¢isl:
F The Officer Commanding, Cecean Falls,B.C.

He ,oR0felid1e Joast Sub=Distriet, June 13th,1922.

P meem—eeme—— Hoyal Canadian Mounted 'olice,
- Crvelept.ill. ‘rince Rupert, B. C.
ﬁJ Jemst e Ue REt KITINAT INDIAN R:3:RV s
N

94r:

I have the honour to report that acting
upon information received I proceaded to “itimat,B.C.,
accompanied by Indian Agent Iver Fougner,arriving
there on Saturday June 3rd 1922,

i“e found that all Indian Children hed beon
withdrawn from the [lisabeth lLong ilemorial iiome,a
boarding school aituated on the "itimat Indian ﬁuervo.
by their parenta as tho result of the death of Hanna
Grant,who died on !‘ay 8th 1922, Vo also found that a
petition had been drwwn up by the natives of the
village,and signed by praotiocally evary one of them
old enough to ai n,demanding the dismissal of all
teachors of the aforementioned boarding school,it
being alleged in this petition that the Indian children
inmates of the !lome had baen compolled to eat rotton
fish end oat mesl with worms in 1t. I did not take
& copy of this petition,as I understend thet Indlaen
Agent Iver Fougner 1o forwardin; the same to the
Lepartment cf Indian Affairs at Cttawa.

On monday June 6th,1922,e meetlug wes held
by the Indians in their ilall on the Yitlimat leserve
et whioh the Indians invited lir.fougner and 1 to
preside,table and ohairs being arranged accordingly.
“reFougner,acting as chalrman of the meeting tock
down (in writing)the minutes of the meetin, In detail.
I,scting a8 Lr.Pougner's sssistant,entered notes of
all inportant astatemonts in ny noto-houky T hog to
guote a swamary of the seme hereunder.

lleeting oalled to order by Indien ‘gent Iver
Pougner at 10.4b A.ide “dward Crey,Indian,states:- "Las¥
Joar 1 saw my child getting pale.l auked those at the
Home if they had examined then (apparently he had two
children in the lome at this time).They said no. I asakl
them again. Later she died in the Home.This joar anet
cndld of uine,an older dsughtor became 111 at the H
Jhe was pale and 4hin.I took lhor away and believe I
saved her life by doing =0. 'hen Hanne Grant died thi
year,it was considered by tho [ndians thet her doeth
camo as the result of nogleot at the Tome. inother
roason which caused dlssatinfmotion amon; tho Indiane
was the fact that !llanna Grent'e Parents were not
notified aooner."

Jilas Alten,Field lLatron,then stated that tho
parents were notified on ‘ednesdsy prior to the child's
death on the following llonday.

At this atage of the meotin; a leotter was
handed to the Indian Agent from the parenta of lanna
Crant in whioh it was alleged that the ochild Aied as
the result of cghloreform adminiotered by Miss Alton
in erder to put her teo sleep. lise Alton: "I have ne
ohloroform in my posseasion,l never use 1t".
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sdward trey oontinuing stated that the lLadies
at the Hone complained about lanna Crant soreaming
during the night theroby diuvturbing their aleep
during the last fow nighte she romained thero,and
that the said Ladies administered a Narcotic or
sleening draught in order to keep lLer quiet. o eaid
the Indiens oelled it ohloroform because they lmew
no better.He would not say it gig chloroform,but it
was gome drug whiech had a similar offeot.

'TeWillie Grant,father of the decoased ohild,
stated that his dnucﬂtar informed him the day he
removed her from the :chool (Home)that she had not

been receiving suffiecient food. lie also atated that

ho oalled at the orme one night about 11.00 0'elook

and liigs Hortop told him thet I'ise Alton had given

tho ohild a powder to nake hor aleep,as she wuna gotting
tirod of looking after her. he had not reoovered from
the effocts of kr 8 whon he removed her from tho !loma.
¥iss Alton: " I believe the child died of tpinal
teningitis with complications,and with that ¢isocase

the patient usuelly goes into & coma or strnoxr during
the last few deye of thoir 1ife.

lierbert ’c’illan, Indien,ntated that :'lse Alton
admitted to lirs Grant, the child'e Yothor,tint she
cave IHgnna sleeping powders. n roply lidss ‘lton
stated that she save the ohlld a powder to camo her
pein,not to meke her alegp.

Jacob ‘uncen,ndian,steted thet efter the doath
of Hanne Orant the parents of those childron romaining
wt the iiome hold & meeting,and talked abovt the girle
that hed attendod the Yome. lince the lome ustarted
forty nine had died, and fiii?kurn at111 vlivegqand the
indiene d44 not underatand why these deaths ocour-ed.
‘ho did not lmow what oaused the deathss uncan then
vent on to say that at the conclusion of their meeting
those present seat word to the Council,who to 't the
matter up and called sonme of the children from the
home ,and asked them how the, were fed. Tho chilldren
gtated thet the; wers foroed to eet rotten fish and
oat mosl with worms in ite. Gertrude Grant,and all the
hi; girle told this story. The Jouncll deecided that
they theuselves osuld not nlose the iiome,so they ocallod
a meeting of all the people in the village,and all the
parents ¢f the ochildren sgreod to have their children
raioved from the liome,and keep them at their ovn homes,
because of the ill treatment at the jfome,in the way of
rot getting auffieient olothin; and food,and they agreed
to keop their ehildren at their own homes until all
Lediesn, (Toaohers,etos)at the iome are discharged ,and
new appointments mnade.

Urefougmer then nade a briel apeec:,inforuing
the Indisns that he did not think thay ocould get
hetter temchors,and that thore were several other
Indian Heserves in his Agoney where such a achool
would be sppreciasted.Interruption by the Indiana:-
“Th*f are wo;;g%E to 1t"! ,follewdd by roet appleuse
on the part o e ans.

derbert ial’illan, Indien,then stuted thet the
Indians d1d not wish to clowo the sohool,if the
oblldren wore treated righte. lie only want people te
treat our children right.%o want our children eduocated,
and we are always willling to help."
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Timothy Starr,indian,stuted that ho was o pupil
in & Boarding School at ? (near Port Simpson,T holieve)
and was far botter treated thoere.li0 one cver went short
of food.

David Grant,Indian, atated that the children
reguired a hettoer aduen%ion. The boardin; school at
Vizimnt had been tho same for tho past twonty yoars.
The childron were learning nothing.

lr.Fougner then informed the Indiams that they
nad no suthority whatever %o withdraw their children
from the iomo,after huaving signed a contract for thom
to romaln theore.

In reply the (ndiamns claimed that tho eontruct
with the school was to tho effoect that the ehildren
wounld be well cared for,provided with osufliciont
clothing,focd,otes Une of the Indisns steted t'e he
had auppiiad all the elothing for his childe | suked
tiise Clarke,!ead loacher,who was prement,if thls woe
trues she replied that it might be,rs 1f tho 'ndiaens
wished to supply clothing for their childron the
achool did not dupliocate,but that th.y werec not com=
pelled to supply clothing.

“he indians stil] soomed to be in a v ry hostile
mood , 80 | doclided to address thom.!iy spoech took up
ahou{ half an hour's time. I outlined the situation
es bust L knew how,expleining that we were not out to
persoecute the Indians,that I desired to see them got
a fair doal at all times,but that they muot abide by
the law of the country the same as white prople had to,
Thoy were certaeinly not authorized to take the law
in their own hands,as thoy had done in this cane,and
furthermore if the metter went any farther it would
have to be brought up In Court,whieh ! felt usure was
not dosired by anyono preusent,besides if tho matter
had to ;0 to Court,then practioally all that they had
10ld lLirelou ner would bo useless as most of it was hearsay
. emphasized the fagt that 1f thoy went to Court thay ]
must state faocts and nothing elsee 1 informed thom
that thoy might be jiven up to six months with iard
Labour for the unlawful aecta which they had committed,
however,l sincerely hoped that thore would he no
naoauaity for imprisonment,espocially &t this time of
the year when they had such great opportunities to
make big money logging «nd fishinge L mentioned that
tliere was no country in the world where Indians wore
treated better than they were under the British Flag.

1 also oalled their attention to the faot that the
Canadian Government had become vory poor owin;- to the
oat War,in whieh white people fou;ht and gave their
ives,vhile the indians were allowed to 1ive in peace,
cnjoyinu the priveleges and protection of the Hritish
FlageThe Canadian Government hsd epent & lar o sum of
money during the past few years endeavouring to educate
the Indians,and help them to lead better livea in every
way,but that there was a 1limit to what the Covernment
could do for thom. ‘he (Govermment could not ;ive them
something new in the way of schoole ete.,evory days.
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I pointed out that there was nothing wrong
about them making a complaeint if they did uo in the
proper manner,in writing thro their indian Agent
to the Department of Indian Affairsgbut by te'ing the
law in their own hands thoy had committed a serious
offence,and they could consider themselves lucky thot
they were not all in ;aol.

Refdrring thon to the subjeet of food,1 aglked
iidse Clark if she was willing to admit the parcnts of
the children to tho Home at meal times so that they
ni_ ht see for thomselves Jjust whet their ehildren
wero oatinge She atated that she had no objectiops.

1 _then questioned her regarding the amount of clothing
allowed her,as to whether she was allowed sufficient
to elothe the childrem properlye Une of the prineipel
ocomplaints of the Indians had boen in mwrotktienw
connection with the shoes supplied to the children

at the Home, liiss Clark admitted that the shoes she
had recoived during the past year wore not the best,
and that there had boon a shortege of them,but stated
that she had bought new rubbers for every girl in the
school in order that they might keep their feot dry,

Then after advising the Indians that thoy had
nothing toainin by keaping their children out of
school,l asked for a vote to be taken amon; themselves
as to what they intendod to do, They agreod to send
the children back to school provided that iiss Clark
would sign hor named to a paper before us that she
would see that the children _ot all the food thaywanted,
that they would he well cared for,and be supplied with
sufficlent clothings lLiiss Clark agreed to s8ign and dia
oign the required papers. 1 them gave instructions to
the Indiens that every child was 80 be returned to tho
school that day. .

The mecting closed at two '.:.

Heturning from Xitlobe on the 7th day of June 1vaz,
1 egain oalled at Xitimat and found that all children
in the village except that of :dward Orey had been returned
to the fome, He had Just arrived in from camp,and sent his
child to the Home after I arrived there,on the underatand-
ing that he 18 to he allowed to take her with him to sce
boetor Larby at livers Inlet when he goes fishing et that
places ii1ss Altom agreed to lot the child ;o when the
time oomes as the glands in her throat slould he removed.
li1ss Alton informed me thet the other child which Orey
complained about dying in the Home had the same complaint,
(swollen glands)she did all she oould for the child,whieh
Orey admitted. lie agreed to leave hias child at the Home
until his departure for Rivers Inlet. I might mention here
that Grey 1s a very well educated Indian,and that he has
some knowledge of Law,

I attach hereto the Sworn Statements of iss Hortop
and liiss Alton regarding the death of Hanna Grant.

I have the homour to be,
Jir,
your obediont s rvant,

-

. (& == Cflrplo R'!B."O.Hallo

In Charge of Ocean Falls Dotachmont.
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