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Case Study Two 
Haisla parents protest, Kitamaat, 1922

Documents in the Case
1. Report of Indian Agent Iver Fougner to Department of Indian Affairs, June 15, 1922
2. Report of RCMP Corporal R. W. Clearwater, June 13, 1922

Background
These two reports were written after parents of students living at the Elizabeth Long Memorial Home 
refused to send their children back to the boarding home. This institution was different from most 
residential schools at that time. It was on the Kitamaat Reserve, and the students who lived there attended 
classes at the day school. However, after 1917, the two groups were separated and the day students went 
for half a day and the home students the other half day. Life in the home was similar to the regimented 
life in other Indian Residential Schools. 
	 Kitamaat village was an isolated community in 1922. It sits at the head of Douglas Channel, a 90 km 
inlet and in 1922 was very remote from the coastal shipping routes. Many people of the community 
supported the idea of the boarding home because it meant their children could receive an education 
while they went about important economic activities of fishing, hunting and trapping. This support 
implies a level of trust in the church and government to treat their children with respect and care.
	 Iver Fougner was Indian Agent of the Bella Coola Indian Agency, which in 1922 covered all the coast 
from Kitamaat in the north, to Rivers Inlet in the south. Fougner lived in Bella Coola, which itself is at 
the head of a long inlet. He had his own boat which he used to travel throughout the agency. The nearest 
doctors were in Prince Rupert or Bella Bella. 

Historical Notes
•	 This event takes place soon after the Indian Act was changed to require all First Nations children 

to attend school. If parents refused to send them they were threatened with imprisonment or 
other legal action.

•	 RCMP: Between 1920 and 1950 the Royal Canadian Mounted Police was a special federal police 
force. Its main activities were enforcement of narcotics laws and security and intelligence work. 
This included overseeing regulations under the Indian Act.

•	 The $20 fine paid by John Adams would be worth between $500 to $1000 today.
•	 Medical Knowledge: Meningitis is a viral or bacterial infection of the brain and spinal chord. It 

most commonly strikes teenagers. Its symptoms include fever, seizures and death if untreated. 
Today it is treated with antibiotics, but these were unknown in 1922. 

•	 RCMP Corporal Ralph Wesley Clearwater was a 27 year old World War One veteran.

Digging Deeper
	 Sources for more information about the history of the Elizabeth Long Memorial Home:
•	 United Church Residential School Archive Project. History of the home online:  http://

thechildrenremembered.ca/schools-history/kitamaat/
• 	 The Letters of Margaret Butcher: Missionary-Imperialism on the North Pacific Coast by Mary-Ellen 

Kelm, University of Calgary Press,, 2006.  Margaret Butcher was a nurse at the Elizabeth Long 
Memorial Home from 1916 to 1919. Her letters to family and friends describe the home and 
village life in that time period.
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Further documents in the case study
•	 Dr. Darby, whose headquarters was the hospital at Bella Bella, visited 

Kitamaat village after the parent’s protest. His report is found online 
in the DIA School Files, reel 8773, pages 1632-1634. He made several 
recommendations. You can read the government’s reaction to the 
recommendations on pages 1636 and 1637.

Discussion Questions
1. What triggered the parent protest?

2. What action did the community take before they carried out the protest?

3. What complaints did the parents have about the school? 

4. Comment on Indian Agent Fougner’s statement, “Indian children, in such 
circumstances, from diffidence, seldom or never speak, when questioned by 
white people.”

5. Why do you think Corp. Clearwater added the comment, “I might mention 
here that [Edward] Grey is a very well educated Indian, and that he has some 
knowledge of the Law”?

6. What arguments did the Indian Agent and the RCMP use try to convince the 
Haisla people to send their children back to school?

7. What conditions did the community demand before they sent their children 
back to the school? 

8. What evidence is there of the community’s willingness to put their trust in 
the school?
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