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1906-1910 THE BRYCE REPORT
Monarch: Edward VII
Prime Minister: Sir Wilfred Laurier
Premier: Richard McBride
Federal Ministry: Department of the Interior

In the News
1906  Delegation of BC Chiefs travel to England to meet with King Edward 

to discuss the Indian Land Question.
Mar 24 1906 “Census of the British Empire” shows England rules 1/5 of the world .
1907 Nisga’a form Nisga’a Land Committee.
Feb 13 1907 English suffragettes storm British Parliament and 60 women are ar-

rested.
Apr 19, 1907 11th Boston Marathon won by Aboriginal athlete Tom Longboat of 

Canada.
1908  BC government decides to make no more reserve allocations.
1909  The group “Interior Tribes of British Columbia” is formed.
1910  BC refuses to submit question of Aboriginal Title in BC to British Privy 

Council.

BACKGROUNDER
Tuberculosis is a highly contagious disease, 
caused by bacteria that infects any organ, but 
most commonly affects the lungs. Today we have 
modern antibiotics to treat the disease, but in 1907 
diet, rest, sunlight and fresh air were the main 
treatments. 
 TB, also known as consumption, was at 
epidemic levels among Aboriginal communities 
in the early twentieth century. With hundreds of 
children living so close together in dormitories, it 
is no wonder that the Industrial Schools, and later 
the Residential Schools, were breeding grounds for 
spreading the disease. 
 In 1907, Dr. Peter Bryce, the Chief Medical Officer 
for the Department of Indian Affairs conducted 
a study of the health of students in Industrial 
Schools in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. 
 He found extremely high rates of death from 
tuberculosis in the schools. His findings were 
shocking, and his report received publicity across 
the country. Duncan Campbell Scott and the 

Department of Indian Affairs did very little to 
address the problem.
 Bryce continued to push the government to 
recognize the problem. He conducted another 
study and report in 1909. This report was 
circulated to medical, school and church officials 
for comment. However, there was minimal action 
taken. You will read part of Scott’s response in the 
documents.
 Bryce continued to criticise the department 
and ultimately he was removed from his position. 
In 1922, after years of inaction and no change 
in the death rates, he published The Story of a 
National Crime: An Appeal for Justice to the Indians 
of Canada to bring awareness to the issue.
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Ottawa, March 7, 1910

Notes on Dr. Bryce’s Report - with suggestions for future action
 Dr. Bryce recommends that under existing conditions the following procedure be adopted:-
	 He	proposes	that	the	school	system	should	be	handed	over	to	the	Chief	Medical	Officer	and	be	made	in	its	first	
essentials a sanitorium system rather than an educational one:
 That each child must be primarily considered an “individual case of probably tuberculosis.”
 That improvements be made in the buildings so that open air work-rooms and dormitories shall be provided.
 That increased expenditure for extra clothing be provided for, also a special dietary. Also improved water 
supply for bathing &c.

Suggestions by the Department.      
It	will	be	obvious	at	once	that	Dr.	Boyce’s	recommendations	while	they	may	be	scientific	are	quite	inapplicable	
to the system under which these schools are conducted. Even were the Department prepared to take the schools 
over from the Churches, it is self evident that the Churches would not be willing to give up their share of the 
joint	control.	These	preliminary	examinations	by	Dr.	Lafferty	and	Dr.	Bryce	have	already	caused	considerable	
irritation and brought protests from the Roman Catholic authorities who have the larger number of pupils under 
their charge.
	 If	the	schools	are	to	be	conducted	at	all	we	must	face	the	fact	that	a	large	number	of	the	pupils	will	suffer	
from tuberculosis in some of its various forms. The admission indiscriminately of such pupils into the schools in 
the past, and the failure to recognize any special treatment which could be accorded to them has no doubt led to 
the	high	death	rate	which	has	rendered	ineffectual	to	a	large	degree	the	past	expenditure	on	Indian	education	
in Boarding and Industrial schools More stringent regulations as to the admission of pupils will doubtless have 
a	beneficial	effect,	and	it	is	only	necessary	to	carry	out	some	common	sense	reforms	to	remove	the	imputation	
that the Department is careless of the interests of these children.
 I would lay down as the chief rules under which admission to residential schools and the future life of the 
pupils at these schools are concerned, the following rules:-
 Ist. Continue the present system of refusing children where they are reported to be tubercular.
 2nd. Improve buildings so as to have open air dormitories and workrooms where they have not already been 
supplied.
 3rd. Establish a dietary which it shall be obligatory upon the school to provide for the pupils.
 4th. Increase the per capita grant to Boarding Schools to $100.00 so that they may be able to meet the extra 
expense of this nutritious diet.
 5th. Establish a form of contract to be entered into with the authorities of each school; the dietary and sani-
tary regulations to be attached to each contract, and a system of calisthenics, deep breathing exercises, &c, to 
be also included.
 If these simple measure are carried out the enormous friction which would ensue upon attempting to reform 
the present medical and educational systems would be avoided, and the needs of the case fairly met.

Department of Indian Affairs File 140,754-1 “Correspondence relating to tuberculous among the Indians in the various 

agencies across Canada 1908-1910” (c10167)
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