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Government of Canada Apologizes for Indian Residential
Schools, 2008
Prime Minister Harper offered a full apology on behalf of Canadians for the Indian Residential Schools
system in the House of Commons on 11 June 2008. This is a portion of the apology.

I stand before you, in this Chamber so central to

Not only did you suffer these abuses as

our life as a country, to apologize to Aboriginal

children, but as you became parents, you were

peoples for Canada’s role in the Indian Residen-

powerless to protect your own children from

tial Schools system.

suffering the same experience, and for this we

To the approximately 80,000 living former

are sorry.

students, and all family members and com-

The burden of this experience has been on

munities, the Government of Canada now rec-

your shoulders for far too long. The burden is

ognizes that it was wrong to forcibly remove

properly ours as a Government, and as a coun-

children from their homes and we apologize for

try. There is no place in Canada for the attitudes

having done this.

that inspired the Indian Residential Schools sys-

We now recognize that it was wrong to

tem to ever prevail again.

separate children from rich and vibrant cultures

You have been working on recovering from

and traditions that it created a void in many

this experience for a long time and in a very real

lives and communities, and we apologize for

sense, we are now joining you on this journey.

having done this.

The Government of Canada sincerely apolo-

We now recognize that, in separating chil-

gizes and asks the forgiveness of the Aboriginal

dren from their families, we undermined the

peoples of this country for failing them so pro-

ability of many to adequately parent their own

foundly.

children and sowed the seeds for generations
to follow, and we apologize for having done

Nous le regrettons

this.

We are sorry
We now recognize that, far too often,
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these institutions gave rise to abuse or neglect

Niminchinowesamin

and were inadequately controlled, and we apol-
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ogize for failing to protect you.
The Right Honourable Stephen Harper,
Prime Minister of Canada
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