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MESSAGE FROM ThE FNESC PRESIDENT

I am very pleased to present the 2007/2008 FNESC Annual Report, which 

is meant to provide an overview of our organization’s work to improve the 

education system for First Nations learners in this province. FNESC welcomes 

every opportunity to report on our activities and services, and this year we once 

again have a great deal of information to share.

I strongly believe that FNESC’s approach to promoting First Nations education 

issues is having some very positive results in British Columbia. For instance, 

over the past two years we have developed new legislation that recognizes First 

Nations’ jurisdiction for the education of our citizens. We also have completed 

the first pilots of the new English 12 First Peoples course. This provincial course 

celebrates the experiences, values, and literature of Indigenous peoples, and 

FNESC is very pleased that it is now being used in schools throughout the province. 

In reflecting upon our accomplishments in 2007/2008, the entire FNESC organization would like to acknowledge 

the significant contributions of Christa Williams, who was Executive Director of FNESC during this time period and 

for many years prior.  Christa has taken a leave of absence from FNESC to pursue new opportunities with the First 

Nations Leadership Council. We are confident that Christa’s dedication and strong leadership will allow her to achieve 

great success in her new endeavors.

For more than 15 years, First Nations in BC have worked together through FNESC to focus their efforts on education 

matters. At this time, I would like to thank everyone who has supported the work of FNESC. We truly appreciate 

the generous feedback, suggestions, and inspiration we continually receive from First Nations representatives 

throughout the province.  

As FNESC continues its efforts in the coming year, we invite you to join us in creating meaningful, long-term 

improvements that will benefit First Nations learners of all ages. 

Tyrone McNeil, President, FNESC
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AbOUT FNESC

The First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC) coordinates the efforts of BC First Nations communities 

to ensure that all First Nations students in the province receive high quality, relevant education programs. FNESC 

has been in existence since 1992, when participants at a conference at the Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre 

established an organization to coordinate communications and collective efforts to improve First Nations education 

in BC.  FNESC has since become an incorporated, non-profit society.  

80 individuals sit on the FNESC Board of Directors; each person represents a First Nations community or group of 

communities in the province. At each quarterly FNESC board meeting, discussion is focused on what First Nations 

can do together for First Nations learners. FNESC has been an effective force for creating collective initiatives and 

engaging communities in regional and national communications and initiatives. FNESC is committed to supporting 

lifelong learning and it takes an integrated approach to First Nations education issues.  

The 2007/2008 FNESC Executive included: 

Tyrone McNeil, President, Stó:lo Tribal Council

Barbara Baltrop, Vice-President, Snaw naw as First Nation

Deborah Jeffrey, Secretary, Tsimshian Nation

Monty Palmantier, Treasurer, Lake Babine Nation

Approximately 25 full-time staff worked for FNESC in 2007/2008. 



ANNUAL REPORT | 2007/2008

THE YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS



FIRST NATIONS EDUCATION STEERING COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY DIALOGUE AND INFORMATION SHARING



ANNUAL REPORT | 2007/2008

PARTNERSHIPS AND SHARED INITIATIVES



FIRST NATIONS EDUCATION STEERING COMMITTEE

6

Following the Forum, FNESC was asked to draft Aboriginal Post-Secondary Education in British Columbia: A Place 

for Aboriginal Institutes. That background paper makes a strong case for the recognition and inclusion of IAHLA 

institutes in the provincial post-secondary system, and it will be used by the Ministry of Advanced Education and 

Labour Market Development to draft a Cabinet submission regarding a new Aboriginal Post-Secondary Education 

Policy.

The Government of Canada & the Government of British Columbia

FNESC liaises with both the federal and provincial governments to ensure that the issues and concerns of BC First 

Nations are addressed. FNESC values the respectful relationships that have been developed, which have resulted in 

opportunities to discuss areas of concern and improve government policy for the benefit of First Nations learners.  

The jurisdiction accomplishments are a strong example of those relationships in action.

Indian Studies Support Program 

FNESC also has had a longstanding administrative arrangement with the Indian Studies Support Program (ISSP).  

This program provides funding to support First Nations post-secondary learning programs across the province 

through an annual proposal and grant process. Any First Nations Band, Tribal Council, or First Nations post-secondary 

institute located in BC may apply for ISSP funding.  The ISSP Committee has established a fee-for-service agreement 

with FNESC, and according to that agreement, FNESC provides administrative support to the ISSP Committee. 

The Committee makes its decisions independently from FNESC.  In 2007/2008, 19 programs benefited from ISSP 

support.

Aboriginal Education Partners Group

FNESC is a founding member of the Aboriginal Education Partners Group, which includes some of the most significant 

stakeholders in the BC education system, including FNESC, the FNSA, INAC, the BC Ministry of Education, the BC 

Teachers’ Federation, the BC College of Teachers, the BC School Trustees Association, the BC School Superintendents 

Association, the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, the BC Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association, 

the United Native Nations, and Métis Nation BC.  

The Education Partners are committed to improving the success of Aboriginal students at the Kindergarten to 

Grade 12 level and they have collaborated on several ongoing projects, most notably in the areas of anti-racism, 

Aboriginal teacher recruitment, and employment equity. The partners have set goals for related areas, including 

improving educational outcomes for Aboriginal learners with special needs, increasing collaboration, increasing the 

scope, quality and number of education agreements signed in BC, and improving the involvement of First Nations in 

education decision-making.
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Aboriginal Teacher Education Consortium

Notable this year was the work of the Aboriginal Teacher Education Consortium (ATEC), which encourages Aboriginal 

people to enter teacher education programs in an effort to increase the number of fully qualified Aboriginal 

educators working in BC schools. ATEC grew from an Aboriginal Education Partners working group, and it is now an 

active committee comprised of fifteen different education stakeholders, including post-secondary institutions and 

education organizations. This year, ATEC distributed its TEACH booklet, which provides information about all of the 

Teacher Education programs offered in BC and provides students with valuable post-secondary planning tools.  It 

also began work on a promotional video comprised of interviews with Aboriginal teachers.

ATEC has been increasingly active in joining post-secondary recruitment teams for visits to First Nations schools and 

communities.  It also has been instrumental in coordinating delivery of the Developmental Standard Term Certificate 

(see the Aboriginal Languages Subcommittee section for more details).

Anti-Racism and Diversity

Since 2001, FNESC has been offering a variety of workshops for educators, administrators and community members 

to raise awareness about racism and to share information about effective ways of addressing the problem.  

Approximately 25 different workshops were offered in 2007/2008, each tailored to the needs of diverse audiences, 

such as teachers, students, student teachers, and partner organizations. 

BC Aboriginal Post-Secondary Education and Training Partners

The BC Aboriginal Post-Secondary Education and Training Partners were established by a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) on March 11, 2005. That MoU outlines the commitment of the participating organizations 

to improve the success of Aboriginal post-secondary learners in BC.  Since that time, the Post-Secondary Partners 

have been meeting quarterly to share information, brainstorm strategies, and to create a Made in BC Strategy for 

Aboriginal Post-Secondary Education and Training.  

Signatories to the MoU include FNESC, IAHLA, the First Nations Summit, the Strategic Action Committee, Métis 

Provincial Council of BC, United Native Nations Society, INAC, BC Ministry of Advanced Education and Labour Market 

Development, University Presidents’ Council of BC, University College Presidents, and the BC College Presidents.  

Other contributing members include the BC Aboriginal Human Resource Development Agencies Society, the 

Aboriginal Education Enhancements Branch of the BC Ministry of Education, Ministry of Economic Development, 

Service Canada, and the Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation.  

Focus group data gathered by the Post-Secondary Partners demonstrated that, in order to support students 

effectively, frontline workers need better information and strong regional networks. In particular, they need current 

information on government policies and knowledge of how funding programs can be combined to meet a range of 

student needs, including childcare, transportation, tuition, housing and other costs. In response, in 2007/2008 

the Partners sponsored two-day “Student Funding Information, Best Practices & Networking Workshops,” in 

collaboration with local partners in Vancouver, Campbell River, Kamloops, Terrace and Prince George.

The Post-Secondary Partners also completed the developmental work on a website for students and frontline workers 

that provides links to resources for post-secondary funding, scholarships, bursaries, schools, child care, and more. 
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Joint Post-Secondary Group 

The Joint Post-Secondary Group, a body representing ISSP, IAHLA, and the FNESC Post-Secondary Subcommittee, 

has been working together to develop a shared vision and goals for First Nations post-secondary education in the 

province of BC.  The discussions to date have included a focus on support for students and communities, Aboriginal 

language and culture, and recognition and resources for First Nations institutes. 

The ongoing discussions of the Joint Post-Secondary Group are intended to respond to the changing provincial 

landscape around post-secondary education and initiatives such as Campus 2020, Aboriginal Service Plans, and 

the development of Aboriginal post-secondary education policies.  The members developed and ratified a Joint 

Memorandum of Understanding on November 20, 2007.  

Early Childhood Development

A significant number of government agencies and organizations are associated with the provision of services to First 

Nations children from birth to 6 years of age, each having a different purpose related to education, health, and other 

issues.  Now those organizations are coming together in an effort to bring greater communication and coordination 

to their efforts.  FNESC is temporarily coordinating meetings to develop a Memorandum of Understanding and draft 

Terms of Reference for an early childhood development partner group.  To date, relevant organizations have been 

meeting to collaborate and share their experiences, and they will continue to build upon this relationship in the 

upcoming year.  
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n   activities that reinforced the importance of regular check-ups, such as hearing, vision, dental, nutrition, 

immunizations, and hospitalizations.

In addition to the grants provided to First Nations schools and communities, the FNSA and FNESC sponsored a 

number of provincial-level activities, as described below.

New Paths for Education Collective Activities

For several years, the FNSA has worked to support First Nations school leaders in a variety of ways, including research, 

the creation of a handbook on school leadership (one of the FNSA’s most popular publications), and professional 

development workshops for First Nations school principals and administrators. 

Since 2004/2005, the FNESC and the FNSA have also dedicated a significant portion of the New Paths for Education 

funding to the employment of a Principal Support Person, who provides direct assistance to schools through 

telephone, e-mail, and school visits.  The Principal Support Person has shared advice and information relating to 

school assessments, staff evaluations, language curriculum development, policy preparation, parental involvement, 

and the enhancement of community capacity for effective school governance.

First Nations Parents Club

Since 2000/2001, FNESC and the FNSA have sponsored a First Nations Parents Club to support First Nations in 

organizing local parent groups that reflect the unique needs of each community. In 2007/2008, there were 128 

locally-based parents clubs throughout BC, with a growing membership of approximately 2,733 First Nations 

parents. Incentive gifts were distributed to these clubs, which included books, magazine subscriptions, book bags, 

games, mugs, t-shirts, and picture frame magnets supporting literacy initiatives. Parents Club certificates also were 

distributed to parents at the end of the school year in recognition of their commitment to their local groups.

In addition, for several years FNESC and the FNSA have sponsored the attendance of First Nations parents at the 

BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Council (BCCPAC) Conference. Last year, 16 First Nations parents attended that 

event, which provided an important opportunity for the participating parents to learn more about the education 

system and ways for parents to support their children’s education. The ongoing involvement of First Nations parents 

also facilitates the addition of their voice to the BC school system and highlights their important perspectives on 

education matters.  

Finally, the FNSA held a Parents Conference at the Coast Plaza Hotel in Vancouver, BC on February 28th and 29th, 2008.  

That conference provided an opportunity for parents to come together and attend workshops related to parenting 

and ways to support education at home.  The conference was offered free of charge, and parents clubs were eligible 

to send two members to the conference, with all travel expenses paid by the FNSA. The Parents Conference had 152 

participants, with 69 local clubs represented.  The Anishnaabe Place parents club was the co-host of the event.
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Teacher Recruitment and Retention:  Professional Development Program 

In the 2007/2008 year, $326,155 in Teacher Recruitment and Retention; Professional Development funds was 

distributed to 118 of 126 First Nations schools for professional development opportunities. 1,695 school personnel 

participated in professional development training and schools supplemented the available funding with additional 

resources in order to meet their project needs.  

New Relationship Trust

In 2007/2008, FNESC worked in partnership with the New Relationship Trust Society to distribute $653,000 funding 

to 165 of 195 First Nations communities to support activities related to improving student achievement in three areas 

of intervention in Language Arts and English, Mathematics and Science disciplines.  

First Nations and Inuit Youth Employment Strategy Programs

In 2007/2008, FNESC and the FNSA continued to administer four youth programs that are funded annually by INAC.  

Final reports were received for 100% of the programs supported through the Youth Employment Strategies funding. 

The Youth Employment Strategy programs included the following.

n    The Student Summer Employment Opportunities Program supported career-related work experience and training 

for First Nations students.  The program also provided work experience opportunities for 594 participants.

n    The Science and Technology Program promoted science and technology as a career choice by providing 1,868 

First Nations youth with first-hand experience in various science and technology disciplines.

n    The Youth Work Experience Program sponsored supervised work experience for out-of-school, unemployed, 

or under-employed youth. This year, the program supported 167 participants in a variety of community-based 

projects.

n    The Career Promotion and Awareness Program provided cooperative education projects to 665 First Nations 

youth in First Nations schools.

Special Education Program

First Nations and First Nations schools in BC have taken an innovative approach to special education, both in terms 

of the intervention-based focus and in terms of the scope of the collective work that has been undertaken. 

FNESC and the FNSA work to promote a greater understanding of the unique special education needs of students 

in First Nations schools, as well as the data and assessment processes that First Nations schools have developed.  

Recently, much of the work has involved providing BC’s perspective on the federal government’s Special Education 

Program evaluation and discussion about what funding levels are appropriate for special education in BC.

Since 2003, First Nations schools have been administering funding from the national Special Education Program 

(SEP) for the BC region.  The majority of funding (about 85%) continues to go directly to First Nations schools, and 

the remaining portion is used for provincially-coordinated activities that are approved by the FNSA membership.  
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For example, FNESC and the FNSA continue to provide assistance through provincially coordinated student 

assessments. 152 psycho-educational assessments were provided directly through FNESC/FNSA in the 2007/2008 

school year. Many schools also used a portion of their SEP grants to fund additional assessments.  

Speech Language Pathology (SLP) is also an area of high need in First Nations communities and schools, and FNESC 

and the FNSA work to coordinate the services of speech-language pathologists (SLPs) to First Nations schools.  

Professional development opportunities in this area are also being offered, including the First Nations Speech 

Language Assistant Training Program.  This program prepares students for the unique challenges of many remote 

and semi-remote First Nations communities and includes instruction on the use of technology as a way of delivering 

speech language services.

A variety of other professional development opportunities also were provided in 2007/2008. These included three-

day training sessions on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, the Friends for Life Program training to address Aboriginal 

youth suicide prevention, the Supporting Diverse Learners Program, and the Learning Facilitator’s Certificate in 

partnership with Simon Fraser University and Thompson Rivers University. In addition, 14 regional special education 

workshops were conducted on various topics specific to the needs of schools in each area.   

New in 2007, FNESC/FNSA entered into an agreement with SET-BC to provide assistive technology support to First 

Nations school students with special needs that fall within the SET-BC mandate.  SET-BC is a provincially funded 

organization that is mandated to provide services to students who are physically disabled, autistic, and/or visually 

impaired. 

Finally, the Special Education Toll-Free Resource Line continued to provide special education telephone/email 

support and a newsletter, and a Speech and Language Resource Line was established in 2007.  Both of the resource 

lines provide valuable and easy to access special education resources for educators and parents working with 

students with special education needs.

First Nations SchoolNet Program

FNESC is the Regional Management Organization in BC for the First Nations SchoolNet Program.  First Nations 

SchoolNet is an initiative that is intended to connect First Nation schools to the Internet and to bring information 

and communication technologies to First Nations schools and communities.

First Nations SchoolNet had the following achievements and activities in 2007/2008.

n    Funding of Internet connections for First Nations schools

n    Assistance with implementation of broadband connectivity in schools

n    Help desk services with a toll-free number

n    In-Service ICT-related workshops

n    Technical support for repairing, installing, networking computers etc.

n    Microsoft Office and XP volume licensing

n    Licensing costs for Access Copyright

n    eLearning initiatives such as COOL School and Open School

n    eMail and website hosting support

n    Online technology-based newsletter titled “SchoolNet News”

n    Language Lab for recording and archiving culture and heritage

n    eLibrary license for Internet-based teaching and learning solutions
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Youth Information Technology Program

The goal of the Youth Information Technology Program (Y-IT), which is in its third year, is to build youth employability 

and increase community capacity in the area of Information Communication Technology (ICT).  The Y-IT program 

provides opportunities for First Nations, Aboriginal and Inuit youth between the ages of 15 and 30 who live on-

reserve to earn money in their community through a work experience program. Participating youth gain experience 

and employability skills as they shadow members of the community who work with technology.

In addition to the work experience component, the youth engage in an online computer fundamentals course called 

IC3, and they are eligible for an internationally recognized certificate upon completion of the course. 

Aboriginal Languages Subcommittee

There are approximately 20 community representatives on the subcommittee, encompassing the diverse language 

groups of the province. Since FNESC’s establishment, the Aboriginal Languages Subcommittee has been active in 

promoting the preservation and revitalization of Aboriginal languages in BC, and has provided a variety of language 

conferences, print resources, strategic planning, and other services to further this goal.

Developmental Standard Term Certificate

In 2007/2008, FNESC worked in partnership with the New Relationship Trust Society to distribute $543,750 in 

funding to support ten First Nations communities to implement Developmental Standard Term Certificate (DSTC) 

programs in First Nations Language and Culture.  The DSTC was developed with the purpose of increasing the 

number of qualified Aboriginal language and culture teachers, ultimately helping to preserve and revitalize the more 

than 35 endangered languages that are indigenous to BC.  The program framework is the product of a collaborative 

effort between First Nations communities, FNESC, and the BC College of Teachers.

Aboriginal Language Lab

In partnership with the First Nations SchoolNet program, FNESC continues to provide a traveling Aboriginal Language 

Lab that can be reserved by First Nations communities for 6-week periods.  The Lab consists of the technology that 

is needed to archive language resources and create digital media such as videos, digital photographs, and digital 

audio files.

FNESC Post-Secondary Subcommittee

The FNESC Post-Secondary Subcommittee (PSSC) works to coordinate the work of BC First Nations around post-

secondary education issues in order to identify and address shared priorities and develop unified responses to 

provincial and federal post-secondary issues.  The PSSC is committed to ensuring that BC First Nations students 

have reasonable access to post-secondary education.

In 2007/2008, the PSSC provided the BC perspective on the INAC Post-Secondary Education Funding Renewal 

discussions and it contributed to ongoing discussions about INAC Compliance Reviews.  The PSSC also worked with 

INAC BC Region to outline the PSE Allocation Methodology for 2008/2009.  The methodology will be similar to that 

used in 2007/2008. 



FIRST NATIONS EDUCATION STEERING COMMITTEE

14

In addition, the PSSC explored potential data tracking programs to help First Nations communities track and manage 

their post-secondary students.  

PSSSP Funding Gap Analysis: BC Region 

In the spring of 2008, the PSSC initiated a data collection project called the Post-Secondary Student Support 

Program Funding Gap Analysis: BC Region.  Essentially, the project involved gathering information from First Nations 

communities to determine the total number of waitlisted (deferred) and under-funded students in BC.  The data will 

be used to develop a strong business case that demonstrates the amount of post-secondary funding required in 

BC. 

Post-Secondary Education Coordinators Diploma Program

During the April 2005 INAC conference, Strengthening First Nations Post-Secondary Education in BC, participants 

expressed the need for further education and training for First Nations Post-Secondary Education (PSE) Coordinators. 

In 2006, the PSSC gathered information on the educational background and work related experience of community 

Post-Secondary Education Coordinators in BC. Using that information, the PSSC developed a two-year diploma 

program that is designed to meet the ongoing education needs of PSE Coordinators. Courses in this program address 

topics such as post-secondary education funding policy and project management.  

In 2007/2008, INAC provided funding for the delivery of two courses of this program, and the Nicola Valley Institute 

of Technology (NVIT) received funding from the Ministry of Advanced Education under the Aboriginal Special Project 

Fund to support one cohort delivery of ten courses of the Education Coordinator Program in Vancouver. 
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