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Tsetsaut Marmot trap
Marmots are caught by means of traps of simple construction. A stick, 
the end of which is carved in the shape of a blue jay, crane or some 
other animal is tied to a longer stick, which is placed upright in the 
ground (1).

A heavy club-shaped stick (2) is laid over the place where the two stices 
are tied together, pressing on the head of the carved stick. The lower end 
of the latter is held to stick 1 by means of a loop. The lower end of stick 
2 is burdened with heavy stones. A small flat stick or board (3) is placed 
over the loop, and lies in the entrance to the marmot hole. This board 
is covered with dirt and grass, and as soon as the animal steps on it the 
loop slips down stick 1, the heavy stick falls down and breaks its back. 
All these sticks are painted red, and are then covered with stones and 
grass. They also bear property marks.

Source:  Franz Boas. Tenth report on the North-Western Tribes of Canada. 
British Association for the Advancement of Science. 1895. Pages 42-43.
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Haida Marten Deadfall




