Announcing
2024-2025 Modular Course Development
Funding Grants for First Nation High Schools
and Adult Secondary Education Centres

The First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC) and First Nations Schools Association (FNSA)
are pleased to announce a new, one-time opportunity for BC First Nation schools to access grants to
design and implement a Modular Course.

For the purpose of this funding program, a Modular Course is defined as a short-term, session-based,
high-interest-based learning opportunity that covers a portion or all of the Learning Standards for an
approved course that counts towards a student’s graduation. These opportunities often are of high
interest to students, and accordingly they generally promote strong student engagement.

For example, many First Nation high schools and Adult Education Centres periodically offer their
students opportunities to participate in experiential-based modular learning sessions focused on
Applied Design Skills and Technology (Business Education, Home Economic and Culinary Arts,
Information and Communications Technology, Technology Education) Arts Education (Dance, Drama,
Music, Visual Arts), or Career Education. Opportunities like these are meaningful learning opportunities
because they allow students to demonstrate their learning based on the curriculum in real life situations.
The sessions may run, for example, from between 1 — 3 months, and should be structured to provide
quality learning opportunities that are tied to relevant Learning Standards, with appropriate assessment
approaches embedded in the sessions. If structured in this way, the learning can be assessed and used
toward course credit.

Available Funding Grants

Interested BC First Nation schools and Adult Secondary Education Centres that offer grade 10-12 courses
are invited to request a grant of up to $10,000 for the design and implementation of a modular course.
The grants are intended to support the development and implementation of projects that:

e Provide opportunities for students to engage in experiential learning that is consistent with the
Learning Standards outlined in the curriculum.

e Expose students to hands-on and skills-based opportunities in academic and/or non-academic
courses that a school or adult centre may not able to provide otherwise.

e Facilitate First Nation schools and Adult Secondary Education Programs in working with experts in a
specific field or industry of interest to students, such as a carver, coding expert, carpenter,
mechanic, chef, scientist, etc.

Program Guidelines



e Grants should be used to implement modular learning opportunities at the Grades 10-12 level.

e Funding recipients will be expected to include samples of all assessment tools used to assess student
learning in the Final Report for this funding.

e Funding recipients may be invited to share information about their experiences designing and
implementing Modular Courses, and to share the Modular Courses themselves, with other First
Nation schools and Adult Secondary Education Centres in BC.

e All funds must be spent by March 31, 2025.

Eligible Expenses

e Materials and resources required for the project

e Costs associated with the creation of the Modular Course (e.g. providing meals at planning
meetings, compensation for developer, etc.)

e Consulting fees for an industry / field / local expert *

* “Expert” is intended to mean the individual who will ensure students learn and are able to develop

proficiency in the Learning Standards selected for the Modular Course. This expert could be someone

not usually on staff, who lives in the community or who lives outside of the community, such as a chef, a

fisherman, a guitar player, an engineer, or an automotive technician. It could also be someone on staff,

such as an Education Assistant who smokes fish, a teacher who is passionate about Slam Poetry, or a

principal who uses coding to create fun apps, etc.

Grant Allocation

To request a grant, interested schools are asked to complete the separately attached proposal form. A

sample annotated proposal is provided below for reference. Proposals must be submitted no later than
4:30 pm on November 15%, 2024. Final Report is due March 14, 2025.

For more information about this opportunity, please contact Mandy Marcy at graduation@fnesc.ca
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2024-2025 Annotated Modular Course Development
Funding Grant Proposal
This is a sample annotated proposal for your reference. The actual proposal form is separately

attached.
Name of First Nation School:
Principal Contact: Email:
Lead Educator Contact: Modular Course Lead Email:
educator, if not principal

Modular Course Goals and Rationale: Please briefly describe the intentions of this course and why
it is important for students to take the course.

List the course or courses that the modular course will be based on: Although there may be
connections between the Modular Course and multiple other courses, you may find it helpful to
limit this section to only include courses with Learning Standards that are directly connected to the
hands-on experiential learning experiences that the students will engage in with the expert.

List the learning standards that the modular course will be based on: Similar to above, you do
not need to be exhaustive. Focus on the Learning Standards most directly connected to the hands-
on experiential learning experiences that the students will engage in with the expert. Keep in mind
that the Learning Standards you select and how they are assessed will form the foundation of your
final report. It is expected that the Learning Standards may change between writing the proposal,
developing the course, and the final report.

Approximate length, structure, and number of Approximate number of students who will
hours of the course: For planning purposes, it take the course: If more than one grade level
may be helpful to consider that a 4-credit course is | of students will participate, list the expected
typically 100-120 hours of instruction, therefore number of students and the grade levels they
each credit typically works out to 25-30 hours of represent.

instruction.

Please briefly describe your plan for assessing student learning: Students learn best when there
is direct alignment between the Learning Standards and planning, instruction, and assessment.
The final report will be expected to show how students are able to demonstrate their learning of
each of the Learning Standards used. In this box please list your ideas for how students may
demonstrate their learning of the Learning Standards. You can request sample Modular Courses
for reference from graduation@fnesc.ca

Please briefly describe who will lead the project, design the learning opportunity, and lead the
course delivery: The project lead will be the on-staff educator who will be responsible for:

turning the proposal into a plan connected to the Learning Standards;
oversee instruction, especially of the hands-on experiential learning experiences that the
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students will engage in with the expert; and
Assess student learning, especially of the hands-on experiential learning experiences that
the students will engage in with the expert

In this box briefly describe who will lead and design this process and how they will lead the course
delivery.

Budget Requested (not to exceed $10,000)

Course planning expenses (please describe):

Materials and supplies to be purchased (please
describe):

Fees for consultants (please describe):

Other (please describe):

Total

Please feel free to share additional comments about this project (optional).

Name of representative confirming the proposed activity (eg. Principal, Education Coordinator)

Title

Signature

Date




Sample Modular Course Development Grant Assessment Tool

This is a sample. Your Assessment Tool may look different. For the purpose of this grant, your
assessment tool should:

» Provide the name of the course(s) you are using.
o If you are using Learning Standards from multiple courses, break each course out
separately.
> List the Learning Standards that are being taught and assessed. Not all Learning Standards
associated with the Modular Course need to be reported. The most important Learning
Standards to report on are the ones directly associated with hands-on, experiential aspects of
the Modular Course.

o Several Learning Standards may be grouped when they are connected to a specific
activity. When grouped, there should be at least one Curricular Competency and at least
one Content Standard.

» Provide suggestions of what Proficiency would look like for the Learning Standard/group as well
as the ways students may demonstrate their learning of the Learning Standards.

> Contain an Assessment section. If you choose to share any actual student assessments, please
remove all identifiers.

Course: Woodworking 10

Learning Standards Proficiency + Learning Assessment
Demonstration Strategies
Understanding context Proficient [J StudentA
[0 Engageinaperiodof | Studentengaged with [J StudentB
research and community experts and/or T Etc...

empathetic elder to learn about local and

observation
Importance of
woodwork in
historical and current
cultural contexts of
First Nations, Métis,
or Inuit communities,
and other cultural
contexts

traditional woodworking
history and practices
Student performed
independent research on the
woodworking history and
practices of other groups or
communities

Demonstration of Learning
[0 Student provide

documentation of meeting with
community experts/elders
(video/photos and reflection
journal

Student provide report on their
independent research in format
of their choice (with
instruction, reflection journal,




essay, vlog, etc)

Making Proficient [0 Student A
[0 Make a step-by-step [0 Plan is logical, sequential and [1 StudentB
plan and carry it out, contains helpful diagrams. ] Etc...
making changes as Student is able to make product
needed using plan with minimal
[1 uses and creation of adjustments.
plans and drawings
'] function, uses, and Demonstration of Learning
role of portable and '] Live demonstration
stationary power (] Digital demonstration (images
equipment in the or video) that provides access
creation of a project to plan and documentation of
each step and final product.
O Proficient (] Student A
0 ] StudentB
[l Etc..
Demonstration of Learning
O
Course: Science 10
Learning Standards Proficiency + Learning Assessment
Demonstration Strategies
Proficient [J StudentA
0 ] Student B
[l Etc..
Demonstration of Learning
O
Proficient (] Student A
0 ] StudentB
[l Etc..
Demonstration of Learning
U
Proficient (] Student A
0 ] StudentB
[l Etc..

Demonstration of Learning
[]




